[The first foci of dirofilariosis of dogs evoked by Dirofilaria repens Railliet et Henry, 1911 in central Poland].
Dirofilariosis is caused by nematodes Dirofilaria repens Railliet et Henry, 1911. This parasitosis is widely distributed in south Europe among dogs, cats and wild carnivorous. It occurs also in Asia and Africa. Adult nematodes D. repens locate in nodules, in subcutaneous or intramuscular connective tissue of dogs. The mosquitoes from genera Anopheles, Aedes and Culex are the intermediate hosts and vectors of mentioned parasites. The finding of 6 adult nematodes belonging to the species D. repens in scrotum under tunica vaginalis, during the castration of the dog, which has never been abroad, tended us to undertake presented studies. In August and September of 2009, 64 genuine dogs age from 1.5 to 12 years originated from 3 kennels in central Poland were examined. Dogs did not show any pathological symptoms of infection. Blood samples were examined for the presence of infection and a number of microfilariae. Species of microfilariae was determined after staining on the basis of morphological characters. In examined blood samples from dogs microfilariae belonging to the species Dirofilaria repens were found. Mean prevalence of infection in all examined kennels was 37.5% and mean intensity 32 microfilariae in 30 microl of blood. Microfilariae of D. immitis were not found in any examined blood samples. The results of presented studies show that native dirofilariosis of dogs caused by D. repens is common in central Poland. The result of our investigations lets us suppose, that the range of occurrence of D. repens will spread significantly towards north Europe.